
Regular Meeting 

Town of Preston 

February 6, 2012 
 

The regular meeting was called to order by Commissioner Gary Waltemeyer at 7:00 p.m.  Also present were 

Commissioners Doug VanDerveer, Shane Dickinson, Nelson Anderson and Kathleen Barry, and Kim Gadow. 

Attendance: Bryan Gadow, Phyllis Frase, Robin Wooters, Russell Dukes, Mr. and Mrs. Mark Murphy, Michelle 

Barry, Robert Lorenz, Maria Moxley, and Abby Andrews of the Times-Record. 

Doug made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting as printed, seconded by Shane and 

unanimously approved. 

Gary said a meeting was scheduled with the Sheriff’s Dept., which was originally scheduled as a closed 

meeting, but the Officer is not allowed to attend closed sessions.  He said he forgot to tell Kim the meeting was 

changed to an open meeting.  The meeting involved a general conversation with Caroline County Sheriff’s Dept. 

to sublet the police station to them, but they can’t do it due to budgetary facts.  Other options were discussed.  

Doug received good news today and we will report more at a later date, hopefully in the next couple of weeks.  

The Town currently has good coverage by Caroline County and the State. 

Gary then swore in Mark Murphy as a member of the Planning and Zoning Committee. 

Public Works Report:  Commissioner VanDerveer read the Public Works report submitted by Dale Whitley 

for January, 2012, who said he; 

 turned the heat on in the shop, the water building, the control room and the sewer plant. 

 changed a water meter on Maple Avenue 

 serviced the Town’s pick-up truck 

 checked a meter on Main St. for low water pressure due to a complaint.  The pressure was good. 

 took down the Christmas wreaths and put them away 

 replaced the batteries in the speed alert sign 

 installed a new flow meter and chart recorder in the sewer line near the shop so the amount of sewage 

flowing into the lagoon can be recorded.  Both devices are online and working. 

 turned water and heat on at the old Town hall.  All repairs are completed and tenant has moved in. 

 cleared two sewer blockages and cleaned 1,200’ of sewer lines. 

Administrative Report:  Kim submitted the following report for January, 2012: 

 Worked approximately 6 hours compiling and creating a spreadsheet of electric usage for the year 2011 

 Issued dog licenses  

 Processed:  water/sewer payments, real estate taxes, various other accounts receivables, accounts 

payables, building permits, daily mail, deposits, and payroll 

 Responded to phone/visitor inquiries 

 Sent out violation notices for Cary Malkus 

 Corresponded with attorney regarding various issues pertaining to the town 

 Communicated with the town computer contractor regarding the server and software questions 

 Ordered water billing software 

 Corresponded with Verizon Wireless to update contact information 

 Met with commissioners and solar company regarding use of solar power 

 Sent MSRA biweekly reports 

 Corresponded with webmaster regarding website updates 

 Reconciled monthly bank statements 

 Corresponded with contractors/residents regarding current building permit applications 

 Contacted companies/contractors to start repairs on old town hall 

 Corresponded with Accountant/Auditor regarding financial reports and minor bookkeeping issues 

 Communicated with CUSI for set up of billing software 

 Researched prices for servers 

 Scheduled and conducted  interview for public works assistant 

New Business:  Doug made a motion to pay the bills as submitted for January, seconded by Shane, unanimously 

approved.   
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 Gary advised there are 7 homes that are outside the Town limits and not all are paying the out-of-town 

rates.  Out of town residents pay 1-1/2 times the rate for water and sewer that in-town residents pay.  

Doug explained it was his understanding that the out of town residents agreed to be annexed into town 

and the commissioners at that time reduced the rates to “in town” rates, however they were never 

annexed in.  He asked Kim to notify them they will be paying out-of-town rates effective immediately.   

 He said there is a request from Caroline Day for a donation.  Kathleen made a motion to contribute 

$200.00 to Caroline Day/Annapolis.  Kim said there is $300.00 remaining for donations.  Gary said he 

would like to change the motion to $100.00, Doug seconded and it was unanimously carried. 

 He then brought up the request for donation from After Prom party.  Doug said we always donate to 

Colonel Richardson but this request is from North Caroline.  No action was taken. 

 Gary said we have a proposal from Harry A. Smith to draft a corporate limit zoning map to show 

everything that is currently shown on the zoning map as well as the annexed lagoon property, to be 

delivered within two weeks of the execution of the proposal.  The fee is $600.00 and he asked for one-

half of the fee as a retainer.  Kathleen made a motion to accept his proposal, seconded by Shane, 

unanimously approved. 

 He said some people like the idea of parking the police car around town and Dale will be asked to do so. 

 Regarding the Taylor property, he said he is still cleaning up and has dumped sand into the opening.  He 

said Carey Malkus gave him until sometime in January to complete the clean up.  He asked Kim to ask 

Cary to write him and tell him to complete the clean up within the next ten days or put a fence up. 

 He said the paper mentioned the water system at Jonestown and the previous commission made a 

decision not to supply water out there.  So far they have not approached us. 

 A request was received for book reader’s volunteers for the school.   

 He said a closed session was posted but Kathleen then said it was cancelled. 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. by a motion made by Doug, seconded by Shane and carried. 

 

       Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

       Fran Johnson 
 


